A recent flurry of activity among researchers who study circadian clocks has provided several significant advances in our knowledge of these daily timekeepers. Following the identification of new clock components, the establishment of new model systems, and more detailed information on the potential cogs, the mystery of the circadian clock may now be "on its knees" (Hall, 1995 (Hall, 1995; Loros, 1995; Millar et al., 1995b (Hall, 1995; Loros, 1995) . per and frq have been cloned for some time, whereas this has recently been achieved for tim (Gekakis et al., 1995; Myers et al., 1995) . Although TIM has not yet met all the formal requirements for an oscillator component, it appears to be a case of guilt by association (with PER; see below). Despite some hiccups in the characterization of PER function (Hall, 1995) , unraveling the role of this molecule as an oscillator component is proceeding rapidly (Hardin and Siwicki, 1995 (Hall, 1995 (Hall, 1995) and finally by Western blotting (Zeng et al., 1994 . The second was the use of the PER PAS domain as a bait to fish for interacting proteins (Gekakis et al., 1995 
